PATEOT 
Docket No. 287.0002 0101 

IN THE UNTTED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFF ICE 
Applicant(s): Brandenburgeretat. ) Group Ait Unit: Unknown 

) 

SciialNo.. Unassigned ) Examiner. Unknown 

) 

Filed: Herewith ) 

) 

For COATING COMPOSITTONS CONTATNING LOW VQC COMPOUNDS 



FJ^FmON TT NDER 37 C,F,IL $3J1, REVOCATION, 
POWER OF ATTORNEY. AND CERTIFICATE UNDER S3,73fb) 

AiisisiuDL CoTrumissioner for Patem« 
Box FatcDt Application 
Washington, D,C. 20231 

Dcitf Sirr 

The Assignee Valf^par Sourcing, Inc. of ihe enlire mieTei;t in the above-idenUfied 
applic ation hereby elects, under 37 CF-R. §3.71, to prosecute the application to the exclusion of 
the inventors. 

The Assignee hereby revokes any previouj^ Powers of Attorney and uppoints: 

Adams, Matthew W. Reg. No. 43,459 

Albin, Loren D. Reg. No. 37.763 

Franklin, Kathleen L. Reg. No, 47,574 

Ocbhardt , Mark J. Reg. No, 35,5 18 

Huebsch, Joseph C. Reg. No, 42,673 

Johnson, Nancy A. Reg. No. 47,266 

Mueiing, Ann M. Reg. No. 33,977 

Provence. David L. Reg. No. 43,022 

Raa&ch, Kevin W. Reg. No, 35,651 

Sandberg, Victoria A. Reg. No. 41,287 

Ubel, Andrew Reg. No. 36,704 

as its attorney or agent (with fuU powers of appointment, fvubstitution and revocation) to 
prosecute tbe application, and any division, continuation, continuation-in-part, teexamiaation or 
reissue thereof, to make alterations and amendments Iberein, and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office in connection therewith, and to receive any Letters Patent. 



Electi6n Undeir 37 §53.71, Revocatioii, Poorer of ACtomcy md Certificate under §3.73(b) Page 2 of 2 

Serial No.: Unassigned 

Tide: COATING COMPOSITIONS C0NTATN7NG LOW VQC COMPOUhiDS 



Please send correspondence to the following address: 

Attention: Ann M. Mueting 

Mvieting, Raa^cb & Cebharxll^ P.A. 

P.O.Box5Sl4l5 

Minneapolis, MN 55458-14J5 

Customer Number 26,813 

VaJspar Sourcing, Tnc„ a coiporacion cifanized and existing under and by virtue 



of the laws of the State of Minnesota, and having an oHice and pl^e of business; at 1101 Third 
Street South. Minneapo lis. MN 554 1 5. certifies that it is the assignee of the entire right, title, and 
interest 5n ihc patent application identiiied above by \iJtue of an assignment from the inventois, 
a copy of which is attached. 1 have reviewed all the documents in the chain of title of the patent 
apphcauon tdeniificd above and» to the best of my knowledge and belief, title is in the assignee 
identified above. 



and that all staiemenis made on infonnation and belief arc believed to be troc; and further, that 
these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements, and the like so made, 
are punishable by fine or imprisomnent, or both, undor Section 1001, Title 18 of the United 
Stales Code, and ihai such willful false statements may jeopardise the validity of the application 
or any patent issuing thereon. 



I am empowered to sign this certificate on behalf of the assignee. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true. 



ASSIGNEE: 




Valspar Sourcing, Inc. 




Date 



Signamie 



Andrc^w Ubel 



Typed or Printed Name 



Secretary 



Tide 



Docket No: 287.W: '2 0101 

DECLARATION 

Wu, Larry B. Bnmdcnbuiger, Broc* SickJcsled. ajid Msiry Jane Owens, declare than (1) our reEpecrivc 
citizenships and residence/mailing addresssfi are indicated bel<m^ (2) wc have reviewed and understand the con lenLs of 
ihe speciflcadon idctilified below, indading the claka^ ax amended by any ajnendmcnl specifically referred to hereiJi, 
(3) we bcHcsve dial we are ihc original, first, and joini inventors of the subject maner in 

COATING COMPOSmONS CONTAINING LOW VOC COMPOTJNDS 

Piling Date: Hcrcwiih Scriid No.; Unaisigned 

described and claimed ihcittin and for which a palcnl is sou^t; and (4) we hereby acloiowledge our duty to dis -iose lo 
the United Stales Patent and Trademark Office ail infon))Ption known lo us to be material to the paiimuibilily as defined 
tn Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1^6.' 

We hensby claim foreign priority bencRU under TWe 35^ Uniied Stales Code, § 1 1 9CaHd) or §365(fa i of any 
foreign Mpplicaiion(s) for patent or iuvcnLor's cenificate listed below, or 8365(a) of any PCT intemariotia] application 
which designates at least one country other than the United Stales of America listed below, and have also id.aiiified 
below any foreign application for patent or invenior's ccrtificalfi, or any PCT international applioaiion having a filing 
date before iliat of the application on ihe basis of which priority is claimed: 

a. X_ no such applications have been filed. 

b. _ such applications have been fn«d as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PKlOfaXV UNDER 
3S use §ll9(BHd). §365(a), and/or §36S(b) 



1 COUNTRY 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, momibL ^aaJr) 


DATEOFISSUI; 
month, year) 




















i ALL FOREIGN APPUCATIONS. IF ANY. FX 


LED BEFORE THE PRIORTTY APFLICATIONlS> 


1 CXJUNTRY 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(daLY« month, year) 


DATKOFISSUIi 
(day, month, year! 



















Declaration P^fi ^2 of 4 

Serial Urtcissif>ned 
FiU/tg Date: Herewith 

Title: COATING COMPOSITIONS COimilNING LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 



We hereby claim ihc benefit under Title 35^ United Siates Code §1 19(e} of any United StaUxs pio-zisional 
applicaiJon(5) liKicd below. 

a. _ no such applicaiiuns have been fSIed. 

b. 2L applications have been filed as follows: 



PBQVTSIONAL APPUCATIONCS), IF ANY. UNDER 35 USC 5119(e) 


APFUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day.nianaiu^neitr) 


6Q/27a680 


22 February 2001 







Wc hereby claim the benefiT under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of any UniTfid States applicsilons or 
§365(c) of any PCT intem^onal applicuiion(s} designadng the United States of AirK^rica, listed below. 



a- no s-uch applicauons have been filed. 

b. _ such applications have been filed as follows: 



APFI.TCATION NUMBER 


J>ATE OF FIUNC 
(clay, months year) 


STATUS 
(patented, pending, ^ibandcnied) 















InstDfar as the Subject iinaLier of each of the clsiims of appilication in not disclosed in Ihe prior Umtci 1 States 
or PCT international application in the manner pn?vided by Ihe Hrst psmigrtiph of Tide 35^ United Staies Codu §112, 
we acknowledge the duty to disclose maienal inrormaiion as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulation.' . §1-56 
which occurred heLwccn ihc filing date of the prior applicadon and the national or PCT inrem^onal filing dale of this 
application. 



The undeisigned declare funher that all starements made herein of ihen* own Icnuwiedgc are true and thai all 
siaiemenis made on Infortnation and belief are believed to be tmc; and further that these siatemenis vjtst made with die 
knowledge that willful liilse slaleniciit«s and the like so made are punishable by fine or impHSonment, or both , under 
Section 1 00 1 gf HUc 1 8 of die United States Code and that such willfhl ialse statemenis may jeopardi2sc the v&l jdicy of 
die application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Wherefore, wc pray that Letters Patent be granted to ujj fw Oic invention described and claimec in the 
specKicatJoD identified above and wc hereby subscribe our names to the foregoing npecificaiion. claiDJS, and 
IDeclaraiion^ on die dale indieatad below. 



Serial No. UnQssigrted 
Filing Date: Herewith 

Title: COATING COMPDmJONSJ:OI^AnmqtOWVOC COMPOUNIX 

Cltia^unship: United States ofAjnericq ^ 
Residence/Mailing Address: 6940 West Shadow I^fces Drive 

Lino Lakes, Minnesoia 55014 



Bruce Sicklesteel 

Cilizenshlp: United Stjaixis OT America 
Residence/Mailing Address; 604 John Cpinl 

Sdiaumbuis, Illinois 60193 



Ntoy Jane Owens 

Citizenship: United Slates of Ajtnerica 
RBsidence/Maning Address: 1510 Freed Road 

Sycamore, Illinois ^178 



Declaration Paye 4 of 4 

Serial No, Unaisigned 
Filing Dedt: Herewith 

Title: COA77NC COMfOSmONS CONTAINING LOW VOC COMPOUNDS ' ^ 

S 1*56 Duly to dinclosc infanxiailoji jnatenal to patentability. 

(&) A patent by its very mature is afTedcdl MUiUi a publjc inieresL The public interest is best ser'f<:d, and 

ibe )no9t efrc:clivc patent examlndrion ncciin> wheii> ar the time an applfcaiion is beidg exainined, the Ofilco is iiware of 
and evalii£it&s tile iQacbings of ail infonnaiion matdjrial to patcniitbiiiiy, Eacii individual associulcd with tibe filing and 
prosecution of apaunil applicaiioahas a duty cyl'cEuiclorand good f^fth in dealing wiih the Office, ^hych include s a duty 
to disclose to ihc QCGce all iiifonnation knovm to that individual to he inaljcrial lo pateiUabiliiy as defined in thi^ sectioji. 
The duly lo disclose informaiion cxi&stfi ^ith respect to each tending claim unCil the claim is canciaicd or withdrar from 
consideration, or rhe application becomes abandoned. Inrormatlon material to the patBntabilil>i of a claJliL that is 
capcelled or withdrawn frosn consideration need not be submitted if ihe informaiion is not material to tbe pateniabilily 
of any claim remaining under considcrddon in the application. There is no duty lo submit informadon whic \ is not 
xnateiial to rhe patentability uf any existmg claim. The duty to disclose aD infoTmadon known lo be znaierial to 
patentability deemed to be satisfied if all information icnown to be materia] to patentability of any claim issued in a 
paleni died by the Office or submitted lo Uie Office in the manner prcseribisd by § § 1 .97(bKd) atiii 1 .98. H owcvcr, 
no patent will be granU;d on an appiicailon in conneetion vnth wfiich firaud on the OfiBce was pnacticed or aUe):npie(3 or 
tlie duty o/ disclosure was violated throu^ bad faiiJi or iutendonal nv^conducL The Olliec encourages applicants to 
carafblJy examine: 



^ ( 1 ) Prior art cited in search reports of a fcreign patent office ia a count^part application, and 

^ (2) The closest informuiion over which individuals associated with ihe Rling or prosecution of a patent 

^ applicaiicm believe any pendbg claim patentably defines, U) make sure Uial any material info rmation 

contained thereij) is disclosed lo the OJjficc, 

\^ (b) Under this section, information is material to patentcibility when it is not cumuJative to infermatiDn 

m already of record or bebig made of record in the application, and 

^ (1) It establishes, by itself or in combtniuion with olher inTormiaion. apiima facie case of unpatejitability 

^. of a claim; or 

(2) IL refums. or is inconsistent with, a position rhe applicant takefi in: 

Hi (i) Opposing an arguinent of unpaienmbiliiy relied on by die Office, or 

ty (ii) Asserting am nrgumcnt of paieniabiliiy. 

M 

^ A primn ifiicie case of unpaienCabllicy is escablisbed when ihe inrormation compels a conciusioa that a claim ia 
^ impate&table under the preponderance of ^dcncc^ buiden-of-^iroof standard , glvii^ each term in the claim ib> ^ troadcsl 

fy reasonable consm^on consistent wiiJi the spedflcadon, and before any consldBration is given to evidence wh ich may 
be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associeiied with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within ihu meanin.; of this 

.section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application; 

(2) Each aUomcy Or agem who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Jivery other person who is substanri vdy involved in the preparation or prosecution of die app Jication 
and who is associated with the inventor, vdUi the assigoee or with, anyone to whom the* e is an 
obHgHtion to aKi»gn the application. 

Cd) Individuals other than Oie aaomcy. agent or inventor may comply with this section by dfedosing 

informadon to the atlomey* ^ent or iaventor. 

(e) In any eontinuaiion-in-pait application, the duty uni3cr ihis section includes the duty to discltij a lo ihe 

Office all informaiion known to die person lobe material to patentability, as defined in paragraph <b) of diis sectioi u which 
became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT intemadDnal filing; dajc of the 
continuDtion-in-pan applicalion. 



Docket No: 287.0002 OlOl 



DECLARATION 

We, T-.arTy B. Brandenburgcr, Bruce SicklesiccI, nnd Mary Jane Owens, declare ihai: (1) our respeciive 
ciilzeMships and itsidence/mailing addresses are indie mod below; (2) wc have reviewed and undcrsiand che coniems of 
the spccificmioi) ideniitka beJow. including ihe claims, as amerwlcd by any ajnendmcnl specifically referred lo hereii), 
(3) we believe ihai wc ;tre the original, iSvsv, and joim invj:nU)rs of die subject mailer in 

COATINC COMPOSITIONS CONTAINING LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 

Filing Daie; Hcrewiih Serial No. : Uaassifined 

described anJ claimed iherein and Kor whtcJi a paieiu is sough i; and (4) we hereby acknowledge our duty to disclose lo 
the UniieU Siales Patent, and Trndemark Oifice all infonnaiion known to us to be malmal lo the patentability xk defined 
in Tiilc 37. Code ot* Federal Kcgulfliions* § J .56.* 

Wc hereby cJahn foreign priority bcnefus under Title 35. Umled Stales Code. §1 19(a)-(d) or §365(b) of any 
fureign applicaiionCs) for pateni or inventor*s certificate listed below, or &365(a) of any PCT intomjiUonaJ appJicaiion 
which designates at leasi one coiiniry other than the United Siaies of AAnerica listed below, and have also identified 
below any Ibrcign application for patcni or inventors ccnificarc, or any PCT imcrnQlionnl application having a riling 
dale l>eforc ihai of ihe applicaliim on die basis of which priority is claimed; 

a. 2C_ no such applications have been filed. 

b. _ such applications have been filed as foUows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF J 
35 use §119(aHd), 


\NY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 
S36S(a), and/or §3^(b> 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION 
NUMBER 


DATEOFFIUNC 
(dajr, moath. year) 


DATE OF ISSUH 
(day, month, year) 



















ALL FOREIGN APPLICATIONS, IF ANY, HLED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION'S^ 


COUNTRY 


AFPUCATION 
NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(ddy« month, yeur) 


DATEOFISSUE 
(day« month, year) 



















Tide 37, Code tvT hedenJ Regolsiions, ^ 1 .56 is fi:pnn]iic«d qa the tnachod puge. 
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Serial No. Unaxsigned 
Filing Daie: Henfwiih 

TifU: COATING COMPOSITIONS CQNTAiNiNG LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 



We hereby claim the benefir under TiiJe 35, United Slates Code §1 i^(ft) of any United Stales provisional 
:jipplicdtion(s) liKied below. 

a. _ no such appltcalions have been filed. 

b. J(_ such applicaxioivs have been filed as follows: 



PROVISIONAL APPLICATION(S>. IF ANY, UNDER 55 USC m9{e) \ 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(daiy, month* year) 


60/270,680 


22Fcbniary 2001 







Wc hereby claim the beocfu under iliie 35. Umied States Code, $120 of any United Si»ic$ applicutions or 
S365(c) of any PCX imemanonal iipplicaiioACs) designating ihe United Slates of America, listed below. 

a, X_ mi such applications have been filed. 

b. _ such applications have been Tiled as foUo^vs: 



APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day» month, year) 


STATUS 
(patented, pendittg^ nbundoned) 















Insofar as the sxibject mntter of each of the claims of Hih application is not disclosed in the prior United States 
or POT inteniaiional application in the manner provided by the first para^oph of Title 35, United Siaics Code, §112, 
we acknowledge the duty to di.^cloxc material information as defined in Title 37. Code ui Federal Re^iulatiorts, §1.56 
which occurred between the tiling date of ti)6 prior application and the national or PCT intcmaiional filing dare of ihii; 
application. 



The undersigned declare further rbat all statements made herein of ihcir own kno^^ledge are tnte and that all 
staiCTnenis made on information and belief are belie vlh] to he true; and furtlier that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are puniRhablc by fine or impH!>onment, or both, under 
Section lOOl of Tide 1$ of the United States Code and that such wtllful false staiennems may jeopardize d)e validity oF 
\ht appiicRtion or any patent issuing thereon. 



Wherefore, we pray diat Leiters Patent be gninled lo us for the invention described and churned in ihe 
specitYcalion identified above and wc hereby subscribe our names to the foregoing .specificaiion, claims, and 
Declaration, on the date iiMiicaLcd below. 



Oeclaratian Fug<3of4 
Serial No, Unassigned 
Hling Date: Herewith 

Title: COATiNG COMPQSmONS CQNTAtNiNG LOW VOC COMPOUNDS 



Larry B. Biandenhur^cr Dale 
Citizenship: Unhed Siaies of America 
Residence/Mailing Address: 6940 Wcsi Shadow Lakes Drive 
I .ino Lakes. Minnesota 55014 

Bmce SjcklcbleeJ 

Citizenship; United StAles of America 
Hesidence/Maittno Addrm: 604 John Court 

Schaumburg. Illinois 60193 

Citizenship: UniiL-d Sinies of America 
, Re5;)dcncc/Maili«g Addjess: I ^ l OFiLtd RoaU S'^'^^S ^ ndcfo^ Or , 

2 Sye ainor c^ lllinoig 60178 S+, Ci u!crfc$., XJL, 

0 

m 



m 

1*4 



ft? 

ly 



Declarativn Paga 4 of 4 

Serial No, Unassignecl 
Filing Dote: Herewith 

Tirle: COATJNC COMPOSITIONS CON'fAlhJWC LOW VQC COMPOUNDS 

^ \ Sf) Duly \o disclose information materiai to patcniabiliiy. 

(ti) A paicnl by ix5 very nature is affeciccl wilJi n public interest. The public interesi i.s best served, anJ 

l)K iiK>si effeclivc pmciit examination occw? whiin, at the time an application is being exninined, the Office is aware of 
iind evaluates the teachings of aU infonnatian material to paiemability. Each individual associated wiib tIk: llh'ng and 
prosecution of a palcni application bus a duty of candor and good failh in dealing with the Office, which includes a duly 
to disclose to the Office all infonndiion known to ihal individual i« be aiaterial to paicniability as defmcd in tiiis section. 
The duly to disclo^^e informaiion exists with respect to each pL-nding claim until the claim is canciiUcd or withdrawn irom 
conbidemljon, or ihc application becomes abandoned. Information maicnal to llie parenlahility of a claim ihai is 
cancelled or withdrawn from consideration need not be subroitTed if ihc iirformaiion is not material to the puicniability 
of any claim lemaiiiing under cortsideraiion in the application. There is no duty to .submit iwformation which is not 
nuiteiial to the patentability of any existing claim. The duty lo disclo.'^e all infoniw«ion known lo be material lo 
paicntabiliiy is deemed to he .sabsfied if ail information known to be material !o patentability of any claim issued in a 
patent was cited by Ac Office or submitttd lo dke Otffjce in the maunor prescribed by 1 .97(b)-Cd) and 1 .5>B. However, 
no patent will be granted on an application in connection with wljich fi*aud on the Office was practiced or aiiempied or 
the duty of disclosure was violated through had fiiiih or inteniional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to 
lii: cai eftilly examine: 

^ (0 Prior an cited in search reports i>f a foreign pntem office in a counterpart application, and 

iV i he closest information over which individuals associated with the fDing or proseeuiion of a patent 
^ application believe any pending claim paicnlably defines, to make sure that any malcrial information 

contained therein is disclosed to the OHlce. 

Ji5j Uiwler this section, information is material to patentability when it is net cumulative to infonnotion 

f ' already of record or being made of recoix) in ihc application, and 

n (1) Tt establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability 

■P% ofa claim: or 

^ <2) It refutes, i>r is inconsjsienr with, a position the applicant lakes in: 

^ (i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an iirguincni of patentability. 

^ A prima facie ease of unpaieni ability is established when Uic infonnaaon compels a conclusion that a claim is 

^% unpaieniable under the preponderance of evidence, burden>of-proof standard, giving each itrni in the claim its broadest 

' reasonable consUDCtion consistent with the specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may 

be submined in an attempt lo estat>lish a contrary conclwiion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated widt \Ut filing or prosecution of 3 patent application within the meaning of this 
section are: 

( 1 ) Each inventor named in ihe application; 

(2) Kach uiiumey ur :igcm who prepares or prosecutes (he application; and 

(3) Every other pei^son who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
and who is associated vdih the inventor, with the assignee or vwih anyone to whom there is an 
obligation to assign tJ>e application. 

(d) Individuals otbei* than iha attorney, agent or invenior may comply with this section by disclosing 
information to the attorney, agent, or inventor. 

(e) Tn any etmlinuation-in-part applicaiion, the duty under this secrion includes the duty to disclose to the 
Office all inforjnaiion known ro the perstm lo be material to patentability, ai defined in paragraph (b) of this section, which 
became available between the tiling date of the prior application and die notional or PCT inlemationai fliing date ot the 
continuation-in-part application. 



